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Carla's Comments
Carla MacDonald

Hi Everyone!

And so another year has just begun. I hope you all enjoyed the 
December Christmas party. Thank you all for you contributions to 
Neighbour to Neighbour. Noel-thank you for your night of trivia. I 
think it was enjoyed by all. 

Our January meeting will be a workshop on preparing food for your 
fish. It is also the announcement of our elected team at HDAS. It 
will stand as: Treasurer- Albert V, Secretary- Margaret D, 2nd Vice 
Pres- Jessica B, 1st Vice Pres- Karen R and Pres- myself.  Please 
remember that we are always looking for volunteers to help out with 
the club. Let me know if you are interested. 

Have you signed up for the Home Show?  Our team will be visiting 
tanks in March to put a presentation together for the April meeting. 
I can't wait to see all your tanks this year. 

Remember to send any fish related articles and pictures to Jessica at 
the bulletin e-mail address. Frozen ponds make great pictures this 
time of year!

See you at the meeting Jan 12. 

Carla
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Spawning the Super Blue Kerri Tetra
Charles Drew

The Blue Kerri Tetra has been a favorite of mine for many years;  I 
have probably bred hundreds of them.  It was first introduced to the 
hobby by Heiko Blieher in 1977.  It has since been a very popular 
tetra species ever since.  It is a great little fish only about one and 
a half inches in length.  As it likes to school it should be kept in 
groups otherwise it may be shy.  They are claimed to have a long life 
span of up to 10 years.  The males are more colourful and have a blue 
adipose fin while the female's adipose fin is red.  They come from the 
Rio Aripuana in the Amazon. They adapt well to most aquarium 
water and are happy in water temperatures from the low 70’s to the 
low 80’s. They are not hard to feed as they accept most frozen and 
prepared fish foods.

A couple of years ago I became aware of a new and more colourful 
strain of Kerri Tetras called the Super Blue. When I first saw them 
I could hardly believe how dark they were. It is possible this is what 
was referred to in Germany as the Purple Kerri Tetra. At any rate I 
bought a half a dozen and took them home.

My next step was to breed these little beauties. Of coarse it was not 
going to be a problem as I had bred many Kerri Tetras before. Well 
as I found out that every strain of fish can have slight differences 
that you have to discover and then have to figure out how to over 
come them. In this case it was very tiny eggs and fry. 

Getting the fish to spawn was no problem. Getting a good hatch was 
no problem. With the other spawns from regular Blue Kerri Tetras 
as soon as the fry came free swimming I would feed liquid fry food 
and micro worms for two or three days and then move on to live 
baby brine shrimp. This did not work with this strain. As soon as 
I started to feed the shrimp the tank would suddenly cloud slightly 
and the fry would die sometimes most of them and sometimes all 
of them. I am sure I was not over feeding and I don’t like to add a 
sponge filter too soon as it can remove micro organisms that benefit 
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the fry. I have finally found the answer and I now feed liquid fry 
food for a week or more and then add a seeded sponge filter before 
feeding newly hatched baby brine shrimp. Now that I have them 
figured out I should be able to have some excellent spawnings in the 
future.

Available in Europe are Gold Kerri Tetras and the latest is Albino 
Kerri Tetras. I won’t hold my breath about getting them as the LFS 
dealers have been promising to get me in the gold ones for at least 
10 years now. The Kerri Tetras are a great and colourful addition to 
any planted aquarium.

After 10 or more years of trying to get Gold Kerri Tetras I thought 
I had found them, and only a few days after I wrote this article 
about Super Blue Kerri Tetras. I am still not sure if what I found are 
the ones that they are calling the Gold Kerri. I was in Big Al’s in 
Mississauga when what appeared to be a white tetra caught my eye. 
A closer look and saw that it was a Kerri Tetra that was white with 
black eyes. That ruled out the possibility that it was the new albino 
variety. I quickly cornered Ed, one of the fishroom managers, and 
found that they were on the invoice as Gold Kerri Tetras. I left with 
10 and hoped that they would be gold when they got settled into one 
of my tanks.

To my surprise they are a pretty pastel shade of violet. This leaves me 
with a question. Are these fish another new colour strain? Are these 
fish the ones that someone that is much more colour blind than me 
calling them gold? Never the less I hope to spawn them soon and 
will have to call them Pastel Kerri Tetras. They are indeed a pretty 
colour strain. The true gold ones may still be out there.

COUPON:

Please bring this bulletin to Pet Paradise for a 10% discount.
2020 Appleby Line, Burlington - (905) 331-7381
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Setting up a Reef Tank: Part 1
Marty Ziegler

First published in Gravel Gossip, Diamond State Aquarium Society

Over the past 7 years, I have set up 5 saltwater reef tanks, each one 
with a different set-up. I’ll start with the oldest tank, since this one 
has been going for over 5 years and has matured nicely.

For my first reef tank, I chose a 55 gallon Plexiglas tank with a wet-
dry trickle filter, a canister filter, and a protein skimmer. I decided 
not to use any substrate, since I would be loading up this tank with 
live rock and did not want to have to worry about inaccessible areas 
where the sand would not be able to be cleaned. I had purchased the 
tank years ago for a saltwater set-up while I was on the West Coast, 
but never got it set up before moving back east. I found a used wet-
dry trickle filter and a protein skimmer for sale in a local classified 
ad. Since the tank would be in our family room, the wife decided we 
needed a nice wooden cabinet for the tank, so we took a trip up to 
That Fish Place and purchased a new one. While there, I purchased 
a Fluval 303 canister filter.

Being that the tank was on the 1st floor of the house, I was satisfied 
that the weight of the tank, rocks, and water would be no problem. 
We chose the family room, as this is where we spend our evenings 
and would be able to see the tank every night. The location was not 
near any heating/cooling vents, outside doors, was across the room 
from the bay window, and did not get any direct sunlight, except for 
about an hour in the morning during the winter only.

For lighting, I built a canopy to house two 36 inch Corallife 50/50 
tubes with reflectors. Plans were to expand the lighting at a later 
time, since lighting is one of the most expensive accessories for a reef 
tank, and I was trying to keep costs to a minimum.

The canister filter, which had three separate containers for filter 
media, was loaded with a sponge, activated carbon, and bio-balls 
for biological filtration. The wet-dry trickle filter was loaded with 
bio-balls and a sponge filter. I hooked up the canister filter and wet-
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dry trickle filter to the tank and the protein skimmer to the sump of 
the trickle filter. Then I mixed the saltwater up and filled the tank. 
Now I was ready to turn the pumps on and hope there would be no 
leaks. Of course, there was a small leak where the tubing meets the 
return from the canister filter. A little tweaking on the connection 
and the slow leak stopped. I later found a rubber ring used on the 
Marineland Magnum filters worked well on these connections and 
could be purchased in a 6-pack at That Fish Place. This set-up was 
allowed to run for about a week.

I purchased some live rock from a friend who already had a mature 
reef tank for a few years. Then I purchased two yellow-tailed 
damsels to cycle the tank. During the next several weeks, I tested 
the tank for ammonia, nitrite, and nitrate. Surprisingly, I did not 
see an ammonia or nitrite spike, probably due to the matured live 
rock that I obtained from another tank. Slowly, I added several more 
fish, including a percula clown and several varieties of damsels, a 
few turbo snails, and a sally lightfoot crab, over the next couple of 
months. During this period, I started to add some brown mushroom 
polyps and a couple of feather duster worms.

I kept the pH between 8.0 and 8.2, carbonate hardness between 
8.0 and 10.0dkh, the specific gravity at 1.023, and the temperature 
between 75 and 78 degrees F. Later on, I found I had to add buffer 
to the system every week or so in order to maintain the pH and 
hardness within the above ranges.

I fed the fish once a day, using a different food each day, including 
marine flake, spirulina flake, frozen brine shrimp, and as a treat, 
some live adult brine shrimp once a week.

Maintenance on this tank included cleaning the front glass of algae 
once a week, cleaning the skimmer cup once a week, doing a 10% 
water change every two weeks, rinsing the sponge and changing the 
activated carbon in the canister filter once a month.

All together, I spent a little over $400 for this set-up. If I had to buy 
the tank, it would have added about another $75. If you were to buy 
everything "new", you could very easily top $1000 for this same set-
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up. I have found it pays to check the classified ads and local bulletin 
boards for used tanks and accessories. If you have the patience, you 
can obtain everything you need at a very reasonable price.

During the first year of this tank, the main disadvantage I found 
was the Plexiglas front was hard to clean the algae off without 
leaving fine scratches, despite using the so-called "safe for Plexiglas" 
algae pads. Because of the partially closed in top of the tank, it was 
difficult to get into the tank during maintenance. The one thing I 
liked about using a Plexiglas tank was how bright and crystal clear 
the tank looked when compared to all-glass tanks. Despite that one 
advantage, this would be the first and last saltwater Plexiglas tank 
set-up that I would use.

Now with the minimal lighting of this set-up, I am limited to the 
types of corals I can keep, so the next major expenditure would be 
for metal halide lamps. But I was already suffering from growing 
pains and wanted to expand to a larger tank after one year with this 
set-up. Next month, I’ll write about the expansion from the 55 to a 
125-gallon tank and the addition of metal halide lighting.



h&das BuLLEtin12

January 1992 –President Tom Tota went over some of his pet peeves 
about the Tropical Fish Hobby. This included the propagation of 
albino and long-finned variants of our commonly-kept  tropical 
species . Tom also reminded club members about the elections 
that were happening at that month’s meeting.  Articles this month 
included “Breeding Julidochromis marileri” by Charlie Drew, an 
article on Electric Catfish by Norm McEvoy, and this interesting 
(and a little different) article that was a reprint: 

Mesoplodon peruvianus
Author Unknown

On Feburary 2, 1976 James Mead went whale hunting on a 
sandy stretch of Peruvian beach. As curator of marine mammals 
at the National Museum of Natural History in Washington, he 
was always on the lookout for interesting specimens, and he 
had heard that local fishermen who caught whales in their nets 
often left the animals’ remains along the shore. What Mead 
found that day however, was not just any specimen but a new 
species – a whale so elusive that Mead and his colleagues took 
15 more years to confirm its existence. 

The evidence Mead spotted in 1976 was a badly damaged skull 
with the characteristic shape of the beaked-whale family , 
named for its members’ pointed, dolphin-like snouts. It was the 
smallest beaked whale skull Mead had ever seen. “I was sure it 
was an undescribed species” he says. But he knew he’d need a 
more complete specimen to describe it, and so he asked several 
Peruvian colleagues to keep an eye open for other unusually 
small beaked-whale skeletons or the whales themselves. 

Mead wasn’t holding his breath; beaked whales are notoriously 
difficult to sight. “They tend to live offshore, in small groups, 
and they dive deep and stay down a long time – a matter of an 
hour,” says Mead. “If an animal that has those characteristics 
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also doesn’t like boats, you don’t see it.” The 11 specimens 
Mead and his colleagues eventually found were either trapped 
in fishermen’s nets or washed up on the beach. 

But with those specimens Mead was able to place the whale 
in the genus Mesoplodon. The different species can be 
distinguished by variations in the shape and placement of their 
two teeth, which protrude from the lower jaw like two inverted 
fangs. The teeth on the whales Mead and his colleagues found 
don’t resemble those of any other known Mesoplodon species: 
they stick up perpendicular to the jawbone, rather than pointing 
forward or backward. And as Mead suspected from the start, 
the whale he dubbed Mesoplodon peruvianus is smaller than 
any other beaked whale; the largest adult carcass found so far 
measures just over 12 feet long.

Taxonomy aside, Mead and his colleagues know very little 
about their whale. They assume it lives off the Peruvian coast, 
possibly as far north as Mexico. “But we don’t have any real 
evidence as to the limits of its range,” he says. “And we don’t 
have any way of getting information” – short of a few more 
decades of beachcombing. 
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Gallery
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Super Blue Kerri, top, Charles Drew
Kerri Tetra, bottom
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Odds 'n' Ends
EvEnts

January 15 CAOAC General Meeting, Waterdown
January 15 Giant Auction, Aquarium Society of Winnipeg

    February 19 Winter Auction, Tropical Fish Club of Erie County
         March 25 Spring Auction & Show, Brant Aquarium Society

m EEtings

January 12 DIY Fish Foods

Submissions

Articles are needed for every month's bulletin.  Topics can 
include breeding, nutrition, water quality, do-it-yourself 
techniques, and amusing anecdotes.  We have kicked off 
a new practice of using a hobbyist's photo for the cover of 
the e-bulletin.  Hobbyist photos are needed for future 
months' bulletins.  They do not need to be show quality fish 
or professional quality photos.  Please send submissions to 
bulletin@hdas.ca
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