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Carla's Comments
Carla MacDonald

Hi everyone!

May is such an exciting month.  Those of us with ponds are excited 
with the promise of tranquility during the hot summer months in 
our yards.  Those lucky fish get to stay cool in such a wonderful 
place.  I look forward to seeing my yard come to life. May is also 
the month of the annual CAOAC convention at the Best Western 
Hotel in Brantford.  It is being hosted this year by the Brantford 
Aquarium Club. Its starts on Friday May 20 and runs thru Monday 
May 23.  There is an auction on the Monday at the hotel.  Everyone 
is invited.  If you have questions or are looking for information on 
the convention, check out caoac.ca.  

This months program is a workshop on making mops and food for 
your fish.  It should be interesting and give you some other options 
for feeding your fish.  Charlie D will be giving us information on 
making mops, Joe B and Marg D will be teaching us about feeding 
our fish different foods.  June is always pond month.  

HDAS is planning a trip to the Toronto Zoo on Sunday, June 12.  
The cost for the trip is $35.00 per person.  This includes the bus 
transportation and entry into the zoo.  We will be accepting the 
money for this trip at the meeting on May 12.  

This year we are going to incorporate the Hospice Pond Tour into our 
HDAS Pond Tour.  The Hospice Pond 
Tour runs the full weekend of Sat. 
July 9 and Sun. July 10 and features 
approximately 30 watergardens in  
Grimsby, Hamilton, Brantford and 
Burlington.  All money raised will 
help to support the Hospices in these 
areas.  The cost of a weekend pass is 
$25.00 but we will be offering them 
to you for only $20.00.  We will be 
putting together a tour for Sunday and 
provide a BBQ free of charge to you 
after a day of touring these wonderful 
ponds. If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to call me.   
 
See you all at the meeting,  Carla
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The New Blue Rice Fish
Charles Drew

Not very often does a newly found fish that is found in limited 
quantities in the wild find its way into the aquarium trade as quickly 
as Oryzias woworae. This little one inch fish was found in 2010 and 
almost immediately was put in production by Asian fish farms.

They were discovered by Daisy Wowor a crustacean expert that found 
them swimming with Halfbeaks on Muna Island which is a small 
island southeast of Sulawesi Indonesia. They were in a freshwater 
stream that had an 80% tree canopy. The bottom was mud and sand 
covered with leaf litter. The waters PH varies from 6-7. They are 
quite adaptable to most aquariums. 

The male is a beautiful steel blue with red in the fins and red stripes 
in the caudle fin. The female is a bit drabber with no colour in the 
fins and the body is somewhat yellowish. With the small size it 
makes it a great fish for your nano tank.

I found this fish at a Toronto fish store. The price was not bad for 
a new and in great demand fish so I came home with two pairs. I 
placed them in a two and a half gallon tank with aged tap water 
a sponge filter and a spawning mop. They spawned in the same 
fashion as other rice fish that I have had and I had eggs in two days.  
 
The male courts the female and then they quiver side by side until a 
cluster of a dozen or more eggs are laid. These adhere to the females 
vent and are later rubbed off onto plants or your spawning mops or 
anything that suits her. I remove the eggs from the mop and place 
them in a plastic tub on a shelf with a drop of Methelyne Blue to 
prevent fungus. The eggs hatch about 12 days later and the fry are 
moved to a rearing tank. You get quite good and fast at catching 
them in an eye dropper. The fry need a bit of infusoria or liquid 
fry food for a day or two followed by micro worms and baby brine 
shrimp. The fry grow quickly and my first bunch is about 3/8” in 
size. Like killifish they spawn every day and rice fish were once 
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kept as a killie until they got moved to a genus of their own. Many 
Killifish breeders still keep rice fish.   

If you are interested in a small easy to spawn fish then watch the fall 
auctions as I will no doubt have lots of them by then.

COUPON:

Please bring this bulletin to Pet Paradise for a 10% discount.
2020 Appleby Line, Burlington - (905) 331-7381
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Cichlid Conservation
Dr. Ron Coleman

Cichlids and Illegal Drugs: Something to Think About

Probably the single most important thing you as an individual can 
do to help conserve cichlids in the wild is to NOT CONDONE, 
PURCHASE or USE illegal drugs. Why?

The illegal drug trade (e.g., cocaine, marijuana) has a tremendous 
destabilizing effect on grovernments in Latin America. Besides 
fueling corruption, it saps their resources and hampers their ability 
to put in place effective conservation strategies. It is impossible to 
protect an area of land if people are highly motivated to illegally 
enter that area to grow illegal crops. Latin American governments 
do not have the resources, money or manpower to stop these sorts 
of incursions.

Furthermore, the growing of illegal crops for the drug trade makes 
it very difficult for scientists like myself to work in many parts of 
the neotropics. For example, there are large areas of Columbia, Peru 
and other countries where biologists simply cannot go for fear of 
accidentally discovering an illegal growing operation.

Put simply, purchasing illegal drugs seriously harms cichlid fishes 
and endangers the lives of biologists trying to study them. Please 
think about it.

Good cichlids, bad cichlid?

In many places, cichlids are threatened in the wild. For example, in 
Lake Victoria in eastern Africa, hundreds of species of cichlid fishes 
have gone extinct in the past few decades, largely the result of the 
introduction of the Nile perch, Lates niloticus, into Lake Victoria. 
The cichlids of Central and South America are facing similar fates 
but for different reasons. Pollution, the damming of rivers and exotic 
introductions are severely impacting a growing number of cichlids. 
In Madagascar, overfishing, habitat destruction and introduced 
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exotics have reduced the native cichlids to crisis levels.

Surprisingly, in some cases, the introduced exotics that are causing 
so many problems are themselves cichlids, typically tilapia. Many 
introductions are Tilapia (=Saratherodon) mossambicus, or one of 
its close relatives or man-made hybrids. These fish have phenomenal 
powers of reproduction and can rapidly displace native species. 
Tilapia are sometimes introduced deliberately and in other times 
escape from aquaculture facilities. Because tilapia grow quickly 
and reproduce prodigously, they are often used for aquaculture in 
many parts of the world. They are often sold as "Saint Peter's fish" 
in markets.

In other localities, convict cichlids have been introduced and appear 
to outcompete native fishes. Convicts are found in many locations 
outside the normal range of cichlids, including hot springs in 
California, Nevada and even Banff, Canada. They have also been 
introduced to localities which contain cichlids where they displace 
the native cichlids (e.g. in Mexico).

Conservation and the Aquarium Hobby

Cichlid hobbyists and researchers often wonder whether taking 
fish from the wild has negative impacts on wild populations. There 
is surprisingly little information about the impact of collecting 
fishes on wild fish populations. My own observations from over a 
half dozen field trips to the tropics in which I spent a lot of time 
underwater observing cichlids are that collecting cichlids with hand 
nets is unlikely to have any effect on native populations. Cichlids 
are fast swimmers and adept at hiding. Cichlids also produce large 
numbers of young, the bulk of which seldom survive more than a few 
weeks. From this I conclude that collecting young cichlids (for the 
aquarium hobby) is not a "bad thing" and in fact is probably a good 
use of the habitat in which the cichlids are found. Such collecting 
encourages conservation of the habitat.

Collecting of adults, particularly breeding adults, is much more 
serious and should not be encouraged unless populations are very 
healthy. Fishing for adult cichlids (e.g. fishing for wolf cichlids, 
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Parachromis dovii) is an important tourist activity in parts of Central 
America. This sport can only be condoned in areas where cichlids 
are doing very well (as they appear to be in some places).

Cichlids are caught as food fish in much of their range. Trawling in 
the Great Lakes of East Africa is far more effective and potentially 
detrimental to cichlids than catching them one at a time with 
fishing line. However, recent studies show that some of these cichlid 
populations are healthy and can sustain large harvests.

One particularly destructive method of acquiring cichlids is 
"grenade fishing". In essence, a live grenade is thrown into the water. 
It explodes and stuns and kills all fishes within a certain distance. 
Some of these fish float to the surface where they are collected. Fish 
that are not killed outright may be damaged, e.g. the swim bladder 
may be ruptured, destroying the fish's ability to adjust its buoyancy. 
Such fish are often seen on the bottom of the lake and are called 
"belly crawlers". This kind of damage cannot be repaired and such 
fish will likely never mate nor reproduce. Other fish are killed by the 
blast but do not float to the surface right away making it impossible 
to collect them. The result is massive destruction of vast quantities of 
aquatic life for a relatively small catch. The bottom line is that while 
grenade or dynamite fishing is an easy way to collect some dead 
cichlids (typically to eat) it causes massive environmental damage 
and should be banished everywhere

Editor's note:  A great way to help with conservation and awareness is 
to participates in the C.A.R.E.S.  (Conservation, Awareness, Rec-
ognition, Encouragement, and Support) Preservation Program.  For 
more information, please contact our C.A.R.E.S. rep, Karen Rogers, 
or visit www.carespreservation.com
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May 1991 – President Tom Tota expressed thanks to Lee Finley for his 
program on Catfish at the prior club meeting. Lee’s appearance was 
sponsored under the Tetra Speaker’s Program that existed at the time. 
Tom also reminded club members to bring in their Crytocorynes for 
judging in the Plant Growing Contest.  Articles featured this month 
included “Nothobranchius elongatus” by Gary Smith, “Breeding a 
Quiet Beauty – Aequidens maronii” by Deborah Folton (exchange), 
and the following:

The World's Ugliest Fish
Norm McEvoy

 
How many people out there remember the comic strip L’il Abner? 
It was one of my favorites with its cast of freaky, mutated characters, 
except for the women who all looked like pinups. Thinking back, 
there was nothing wrong with Moonbeam McSwine that a good 
gasmask couldn’t handle. One of Al Capp’s more inspired creations 
was a land named Lower Slobbovia, which was as bad a place as 
it sounds. They had a contest to find a Miss Lower Slobbovia and 
the winner was rather disgusting. There was an artist who was even 
more sick and inspired than Capp, namely Basil Woolverton. His 
submission, Lena the Hyena was a sight for sore eyes – that’s what 
you got when you looked at her. I’m mentioning all this because of a 
thought that crept into my head the other night. What is the world’s 
ugliest fish?

Admit it; people are often attracted to that which repulses them. 
How many of your have seen the movie Silence of the Lambs? What 
about the Elm Street series, which is at number six now? Gruesome 
as they are, Hannibal Lector and Freddy Krueger are fascinating. 
You can’t get more repulsive than this pair, yet folks are lining up 
to see them on the big screen. However, invitations to the family 
barbeque are not forthcoming.

Now when you’re talking about ugly fish, there are a lot of candidates 
out there. Of course a fish can be ugly and beautiful at the same 
time – the Lionfish for example. For my purposes, a fish has to be 
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ugly to the core, something with no redeeming values and habits so 
degrading it would make Stephen King turn away in disgust. 

Groupers or Gobies, Paddlefish or Swamp Eels, Anglerfish or 
Parasitic Catfish that swim up your you-know-what, all made a good 
effort but the winner, in my books at least, is something that lives up 
to its name. The Hagfish! A leftover from prehistoric times, this is 
as primitive as you can get and still be called a vertebrate. When the 
club went to the Aquaculture lab at the University of Guelph, there 
was a tank of them, all covered up. The Doctor said he didn’t want to 
remove the tarp because it would disturb someone else’s experiment. 
I think the real reason was he was ashamed to be seen in public with 
these things. 

What can you say about a jawless, wormlike fish that can fill a bucket 
with its own slime? They feed by burrowing into the body orifices of 
other fish; they live in mud and are a mottled putty colour. They have 
only rudimentary eyes and are usually sluggish. They also have both 
male and female sex organs, though only one fully develops. There 
are 25 species of the family Myxinidae. If you know of anyone who 
keeps these fish as pets, please contact your local law enforcement 
agency. This person is most likely on the top ten most wanted list, 
or should be. Got your own vote for the most ugly fish? I’d like to 
hear it!
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Gallery
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Oryzias woworae, Nile perch mouth (!)
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Odds 'n' Ends
EvEnts

May 20-23 CAOAC Convention - Brantford, Ontario
June  7 KWAS June Social

June 26 CAOAC Meeting, President's BBQ, Waterdown

M EEtings

May 12 May Meeting,  Workshops
June 9 June Meeting, Pond Program

June 12 Toronto Zoo Trip
July  10 HDAS and Hospice Pond Tour

Submissions

Articles are needed for every month's bulletin.  Topics can 
include breeding, nutrition, water quality, do-it-yourself 
techniques, and amusing anecdotes.  We have kicked off 
a new practice of using a hobbyist's photo for the cover of 
the e-bulletin.  Hobbyist photos are needed for future 
months' bulletins.  They do not need to be show quality fish 
or professional quality photos.  Please send submissions to 
bulletin@hdas.ca
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